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Bfood Brothers Charity Night
losd Brothers plays at the

Barn Theatte from Thurs-
dul* l8th to Sarurday 27th

March. The more astute reader

nnay notice that v/e are dropping
the usual Prer,'ie* Nlght in favour
of opening a day eadter than nor-
mal, and the February issue of Barn

I\ews briefly mentioned this. Now
we can bring you full details of this

special one-off event.

The opening nlght perform-

^rLce 
on the l Bth has been added

on behalf of a local charity, th.
Diabetic Association of South

Flertfordshire pASI{), in order to
raise money for vital blood glucose
monitoring equipment for local
hospitals.

The event has been otganised

by Sophie \)Tashington, one of our

Junior Youth members, who is

appearing for the first time in one

of the Barn's rr'arn house produc-
tions, Blood Brot/ters. Two months

^go 
Sophie, whose family has been

involved with DASII for about
five years, 

^pproached 
us to ask if

the Barn would be able to support
her in her fundraising efforts to buy an

iPro continuous glucose monitor for
the QtrII and Lister Flospitals. After
discussions in Council and consultation
with the director, Joan Goodwin, we

decided that, provided the Barn costs

were met, we would be willi.g to help

by putting on an additional perform-
ance of the plny.

DASH is a voluntary gtoup, run by
local people to provide support for
families with children affected by types

one and two diabetes, and is affiliated
with Diabetes UI{ (Chariry No 215199).

Sophie V/ashington

with opportunities to meet and share

experiences with each other, and also to
raise funds for a much desired cure for
the rarer type two diabetes. Their chil-
dren range in age from toddlers through
to late teenagers. It{ore information
about the chariry can be found at

http: / / www.dash-uk.org.
The glucose monitot, which auto-

rnatically records a person's blood sug-

ars over a few days, is used to tailor
treatment programmes for patients rvhc>

suffer complications arising frorn their

important this can be for people

like herself who simplv wi"sh to
carry on with their normal darto-
du,r activities and hobbies; Sophie's

favourite being, without question,
attenditg Christina's Youth group
and treading the boards here at the

Barn!
Last year, the rather old and

obsolete constant glucose moni*
toring slstem that the QE,II and

Lister hospitals had to share broke
dorvn, and there $/ere no funds

with which to replace it. Sophie

was spurred on to start actively

raising funds in order to help oth-
ers like herself by replacing this

medical device. A new machine

would normally cost d2,550 to re-

place, but Sophie has already spo-

ken to the suppliers and agreed a

special rate of [2000 not bad

negoti attng for a gttt of only four-
teen!

Sophie's current tally, raised

through donations, bake sales, or-
ganising discos and school mufti
days, stands at just over half of
what is needed for a single ma-

chine, although she is constantly on the

lookout for more opportunities to raise

funds to help others with this chronic
and life-threatening condition. Sophie

has no intention of stoppitg at purchas-

itg just one machine. Once she has

ensured that both our local hospitals

have their own vital equipment she

wants also to provide a system fot
university College London Flospital.

All three hospitals have been responsi-

ble for treating her own diabetes and

complications. Aty leftover funds will
go to Bluebell children's ward at the

Their 
^Lrr' 

is to provide such families diabetes conttol. Sophie knows horv {Contrnued on 3)



The History BoYs

H

lan Bennett said recentlY that

he'd "never had so much fun as

rchearsing The History Bols" and

I anttcipate that the Barn Historl Boy

team *i11 have a similaf experience. This

is a wonderfully entettatning, funn|,

sad, thought-Provoking PlaY, and

putting it together should be 
^

,.o"rJing experience for all concerned.

I need a cast of fou r teachers and eight,

plausibly sixth form, boYs'

THE TEACHERS
I{ector: the maverick teacher' His

educational and personal aspirations

m^y be somewhat questionable, but the

depth of his humanitY makes him

intensely lovable. close to retirement

age.

The Headmaster: ambitious

school. Much comedY to be

from his stiff Pretentiousness'

for his
derived
Middle

aged.

Dorothyt a

but with at:'

heart. Close

traditional history teacher

acerbic wit and intelligent

to retirement age.

Irwin: the new teacher brought in to
shake up history teaching in order to

ive th" bovs a beffer chance ofglve v
bxbridge. In some ways more naive

than the boYs, and looking Young

enough to be mistaken for one of them.

THE BOYS
The professional production of The

History BoY turned out to be a star

maker - every one of the boYs went on

to great things, so there are cle atlly lots

of 
-ch4lengei and opportunities here.

The eight 
-^re 

essentially a team who,

bemeen them, should be able to deliver

intelligent, witty dialogue, sinS, PlaV the

piano, recite Poetry from Larkin to

bhuk.t peare, speak French and mimic

the stars of 1940s films' (So no

pfessurel) I hope to cast the eight from

ifr" auditions, but not necess arrly to

allocate the specific pafts until aftet the

early workshbp rehearsals' when we'll

do some explo ratory work on the above

areas you won't be exPected to

produce polished performances at the

auditions! He re 
^re 

a few Pointers:

Posner: the least mature and probably

the most sensitive. Jewish' Gny' Sings

solo.
Dakin: the most mature and the

sexiest. Is having it offwith the Head's

secretary but also has a passing interest

in Irwin.
Scripps: Dakin's confidarnt' Also

mature. A writer in the making; at

present in a religious phase' (Ht is

b.t rr.tt's pianist, but the pianist could

be one of the other boYs')

Rudge | ^ sPortsman' 
^PPMentlY 

the

slowest of the boys but with hidden

depths and a surprise up his sleeve ("
well as the funniest line in the play)'

Timms: the class clown, PerhaPs'

Aktar: Asian, but if we don't have at]I

Asian actor,he'll become Atkins'

Crowther: confident, cheeky' wants to

be an actot.
Loclnvood: wittY, intelligent; will

becom e a maqistrate.

As indicated above, I Plan to do some

intensiv e rchearsal with the boys during

the Easter holidays, so if you need time

off rchearsals for exams in MaY, this

should be rnanageable. If you would

like more details of 
^ 

copy of the script,

pleasephonemeon01707266688of
Lmail sylviap epp er3 5 @hotmail' co m

Sykia ?epper

CharitY Night
(continued from Page I l

Lister Hospital. Plans 
^te 

also in place

for a quiz night and a "school's out" gig

at the end of the school's summef tefm.

Sophie's mum' Lisa, who some of

our long-standing members will femem-

ber from her own debut on the Batn

Stage, when she was only eighl years old'

in lt* Miracle Vorker (also directed by

Joan Goodwin), said: "Tim and I are
".rror-ouslY 

grateful to LYnette, Bob,

Joan and everyone involved who has

made possible this wonderful oppoftu-

niry t" boost Sophie's fundraising en-

deavours. SoPhie is a wonderful

daughtef, of whom we are immenselY

p.oIa. She has been through a greatdeal

tt., the Past few Years but remains

cheerful, positive and extremely deter-

mined to li". life as fully as possible."

Joan Goodwin has been very suP-

pottirr. of Sophie's ventures into the

iundraising arene;i "sophie is ^ ioy to

have in mf cast, she is always bright and

smiling and teady to help in any way'

She is ^ great examPle for our Batn

Youth Gro"P. \(/e are very Proud of
her."

DASH will also be holding a taffle'

with tickets to be sold in the foyer

throughout the fun of Blood Brothers.The

draw will take place on the last night at

the after-show part!, with winners con-

tacted soon after.There will be a Yafreq

of prtzes on offet,and you carl see what

has aheady been pledged on posters

displayed around the Barn' If anyone

hrs a rafile Pr\ze theY would like to

donate for this event, please contact

Lisa on 01707 391340.

Tickets for the extf^ performance

will be sold in the usual manner vra

Campus \7est, ^t the regular Price

(member discounts will be available only

for the Friday 19th performance, 2s per

usual arr ngements). Thanks are given

to Campus V/.tt, as they have agreed to

halve their commission in order to help

raise funds.
Sophie, her familY, DASH and the

Barn Theatre club would [ke to thank

all our members for their support in this

venture, and we hoPe You enioY the

show!
If you have arr1 questions or com-

ments, please direct them to Lynette

Reeves or Bob Thomson"

LvnelteReeves
I


